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policies affect the delivery of and access to social services; and  

 apply critical thinking to analyze, formulate, and advocate for policies that advance 
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rights and social, 

racial, economic, 

and environmental 

justice. 

and environmental 

justice. 

rights and social, 

racial, economic, 

and environmental 

justice. 

racial, economic, 

and environmental 

justice. 

rights and social, 

racial, economic, 

and environmental 

justice. 

 

 

The CSWE rubrics scores will NOT apply to your class grade.  Individual scores are NOT made 

public; however, you can view your individual score at the following address: 

https://yeshiva.tk20.com/campustoolshighered/start.do   

 

 

In addition, the aggregated results of the assessments are listed on the Wurzweiler website at the 

address below: 

https://yeshiva.tk20.com/campustoolshighered/start.do
/wurzweiler/msw/assessment
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radio (such as NPR or CBC), podcasts (such as Up First, The Daily, the Globalist, the Takeaway, 

RU�35,¶V�WKH�:RUOG���WHOHYLVLRQ�QHZV��VXFK�DV�ORFDO�QHZV, BBC, or CBC), and specialized or long 

form publications (Politico, the Hill, the Atlantic, or Vox). In-depth sources such as 

Congressional Quarterly, Congressional Weekly, and professional journals may also be useful. 

These sources will be extremely helpful to all students in preparing class assignments and 

participating in class discussions. 

 

Assignments: (detailed descriptions can be found in the relevant units and Canvas)  

Title Unit Weight (%) 

Policy in Real Life  Varies 15 

Who Represents Me? 



mailto:shannon.lane@yu.edu
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/stateandlocalelections
https://collegepublishing.sagepub.com/products/social-welfare-policy-in-a-changing-world-2-279397
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but may not be available for delivery of hard copies before class starts. If you have the 

second edition, use the chapter numbers following the name of the chapter. 

 

National Association of Social Workers. (2021). Social work speaks: National Association of 

Social Workers policy statements 2024-2027 (13th Ed.).  NASW Press. ISBN: 978-0-

87101-623-2. Hard copy: $54.62; eBook: $51.89. Feel free to use a previous edition. 

The Social Work Speaks book is BEST purchased DIRECTLY from NASW Press in either e-

book or paperback.  https://www.naswpress.org/product/53683/social-work-speaks-13th-edition 

National Association of Social Workers. (2021). Code of Ethics. 

https://www.socialworkers.org/About/Ethics/Code-of-Ethics/Code-of-Ethics-English 

Note: You do NOT QHHG�WR�SXUFKDVH�WKLV��<RX�FDQ�UHDG�LW�IUHH�RI�FKDUJH�RQ�1$6:¶V�

website. 

 

Note: Other required readings are available on-line through electronic reserve (E-RES) or 

found in the course Canvas shell.  See instructions below for e-reserve. 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTAL TEXT 

American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American 

Psychological Association (7th ed.). Author. ISBN: 1433832178. Paperback: $31.99, 

Spiral-bound: $44.99, Hardcover: $54.99; eBook: $26.99 through VitalSource. 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

The Office of Disability Services (ODS) collaborates with students, faculty and staff to provide 

reasonable accommodations and services to students with disabilities. 

https://www.naswpress.org/product/53683/social-work-speaks-13th-edition
https://www.socialworkers.org/17�Թ�/Ethics/Code-of-Ethics/Code-of-Ethics-English
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/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Student_Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/Students/Intake%20Form%206%205%2013.pdf
/Student-Life/Resources-and-Services/Disability-Services/doc-guidelines/


http://www.yu.edu/libraries/
mailto:eres@yu.edu
http://www.grammarly.com/plagiarism_checker
http://www.grammarly.com/plagiarism_checker
http://www.dustball.com/cs/plagiarism.checker
http://www.dustball.com/cs/plagiarism.checker
http://www.plagtracker.com/
http://www.plagium.com/
http://www.plagscan.com/seesources/
http://www.duplichecker.com/
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are required to adhere to the Code of Ethics promulgated by the National Association of 

Social Workers (NASW). 

 

HIPAA 

In line with HIPAA regulations concerning protected health information, it is important that 

you understand that any case information you present in class or coursework will need to be 

de-identified. What this means is that any information that would allow another to identify 

the person must be changed or eliminated. This includes obvious identifiers such as names 

and birth dates but may also contain other information that is so unique to the person that it 

will allow for identification, including diagnosis, race/ethnic
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http://www.yu.edu/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Student_Life/Resources_and_Services/Standards_and_Policies/Drug%20and%20Alcohol%20Policy%206.28.16.pdf
/sites/default/files/inline-files/revised%20Title%20IX%20Policy%20%28April%202018%29.pdf
/sites/default/files/legacy/uploadedFiles/Offices_and_Services/Information_Technology/Home/Yeshiva%20University%20Student%20Technology%20Resources%20Use%20Handbook.pdf
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COURSE OUTLINE 

 

Note: Your instructor and/or the course Canvas will let you know which readings are 

required and which are recommended, as well as the distribution of readings and 

assignments within units that are multiple weeks.   

 

Unit 1: Introduction to Social Policy and Policy Practice  

 

Learning Objectives: 

 Identify course objectives and requirements 

 Introduce online library searching and writing formats specific to policy work 

 Define social policy and related terms 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Blw3Fy6EZrA


https://learnonline.yu.edu/courses/171/files/39726/download?wrap=1
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2019/12/31/761932806/your-body-being-used-where-prisoners-who-can-t-vote-fill-voting-districts
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2019/12/31/761932806/your-body-being-used-where-prisoners-who-can-t-vote-fill-voting-districts
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/29/magazine/voting-rights-act-dream-undone.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/29/magazine/voting-rights-act-dream-undone.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/29/magazine/voting-rights-act-dream-undone.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/29/magazine/voting-rights-act-dream-undone.html
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 People with Disabilities 

 Immigrants and Refugees 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/31/upshot/food-stamps-lower-health-care-

costs.html 

Lane, S. R., & Pritzker, S. (2018). Political social work. Springer International 

Publishing. Chapter 6 (Available via Canvas; Please read pages 151-163) 

Pimpare, S. (2013). Welfare reform at 15 and the state of policy analysis. Social Work, 

58(1), 53-62. 

Schuman, D.L. & Schuman, D.L (2016) A value-critical choice analysis of a policy to 

prevent suicide in veterans and service members, Social Work in Public 

Health, 31(6), 537-548. 

Assignments: 

1) Class participation 

2) Advocacy Project, Part 2: Social Policy Research  

 

Unit 5: Policy Advocacy: Creating plans, using theory, finding allies  

 

Learning Objectives: 

 Develop a plan for policy advocacy, using mental health as a sample topic 

 Think critically about theory related to power and its uses in advocacy 

 Compare theories and research that describe the use of coalitions and other organizing 

techniques 

 Research advocacy organizations 

 

Readings: 

Lane, S.R., Palley, E.S., & Shdaimah, C.S. (2019). Social welfare policy in a changing 

world. Sage Publishing. 

 Chapter 11: Health Policy (Chapter 13 in the second edition) 

National Association of Social Workers. (2024). Social work speaks: National 

Association of Social Workers policy statements. NASW Press. 

 Mental Health 

Lane, S. R., & Pritzker, S. (2018). Political social work. Springer International 

Publishing. Chapter 6 (Available via Canvas; Please read pp. 163-170.) 

Lyons, P., Beck, E. & Lyons, M.J. (2011). Capitalizing capitol capital: Child welfare 

policy advocacy. Families in Society: The Journal of Contemporary Social 

Services, 92(3), 269-275.  

Sanders, L., Martinez, R., Harner, M., Harner, M., Horner, P., & Delva, J. 

(2013). Grassroots responsiveness to human rights abuse: History of the 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/31/upshot/food-stamps-lower-health-care-costs.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/31/upshot/food-stamps-lower-health-care-costs.html
https://learnonline.yu.edu/courses/171/files/24664/download?wrap=1
https://learnonline.yu.edu/courses/171/files/24664/download?wrap=1
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Washtenaw Interfaith Coalition for Immigrant Rights. Social Work, 58(2), 117-

125. 

 

Assignments: 

1)

https://learnonline.yu.edu/courses/171/files/24664/download?wrap=1
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Readings: 

National Association of Social Workers. (2024). Social work speaks: National 

Association of Social Workers policy statements. NASW Press. 

 Substance Use Disorder Treatment 

 Healthcare 

Bowles, W, Boetto, H, Jones, P. & McKinnon, J. (2018). Is social work really greening? 

Exploring the place of sustainability and environment in social work codes of 

ethics. International Social Work, 61(4), 503-517.  

Kleinkauf, C. (1981). A guide to giving legislative testimony. Social Work, 26(4), 297-

303. 

Kriz, K., & Skivenes, M. (2015). Challenges for marginalized minority parents in 

different welfare systems: Child welfare workers' perspectives. International 

Social Work, 58(1), 75-87.  

Larkin, H., Henwood, B., Fogel, S.J., Aykanian, A., Briar-Lawson, K.H., Donaldson, 

L.P., Herman, D., Little, S.B., Meyer-Adams, N., Padgett, D.K., Patchner, M.A., 

& Streeter, C.L. (2016). Responding to the grand challenge to end homelessness: 

The national homelessness social work initiative. Families in Society: The 

Journal of Contemporary Social Services, 97(3), 153-159. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/16/opinion/activism-power-victories.html

