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Schools of Aggadah 
 

 

Fall 2022, Yeshiva University, Yeshiva College  

Professor: Ari Bergmann 

 

 

Description of the Course 

 

The Babylonian Talmud, known simply as the Bavli, is the collaborative effort of generations of sages and it is the 

foundational legal and ethical document of rabbinic Judaism. Part of the magnetic pull of the Talmud is the fact that 
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b.Pesahim 50a 

Lewin, Otsar Hageonim Pesahim 170 (p. 70/71) 

b. Hagigah 4b 

Lewin, Otsar Hageonim Hagigah 5     (p. 4) 

 

b. Bava Qamma 60b 

 

Levita, Elijah, Tishbi s.v. agd 

 

R. Shelomo b. Aderet (Rashba), Hiddushey Aggadot b. Berakhot 10b, 32b and 6a 

 

Required Readings: 

 

Stephen G. Wald, “Talmud, Babylonian,” in Encyclopaedia Judaica, Second Edition, ed. Fred Skolnik and Michael 

Berenbaum (Farmington Hills, Mich.: Macmillan Reference USA, 2007) 

 

David Flatto, “Tradition and Modernity in the House of Study: Reconsidering the R 
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m. Ta’anit 3:8 

y. Ta’anit 3:9-11 (66d-67a) 

b. Ta’anit 23a 

 

Required Readings: 

 

Suzanne Last Stone, “On the Interplay of Rules, ‘Cases,’ and Concepts in Rabbinic Legal Literature: Another Look 

at the Aggadot on Honi the Circle-Drawer,” Dine Israel 24 (2007): 125–134 

 

Robert M. Cover, “The Supreme Court, 1982 Term - Foreword: Nomos and Narrative,” Harvard Law Review 97 

(1983): 4–68 

 

Suggested Readings/Additional Bibliography: 

 

Suzanne Last Stone, “On the Interplay of Rules, ‘Cases,’ and Concepts in Rabbinic Legal Literature: Another Look 

at the Aggadot on Honi the Circle-Drawer,” Dine Israel 24 (2007): 134–55 

 

Yonah Fraenkel, Sippur Haôaggadah: Ahdut Shel Tokhen Vetsurah (Hebrew) (Tel Aviv: Ben Hayim, 2001), 220–35 

 

Yonah Fraenkel, Darkhei Ha-Aggadah Ve Ha-Medrash  (Hebrew) (Tel Aviv: Yad Latalmud, 1996), 481–500 

 

 

Week III: September 7th         b. Sanhedrin 75a  

     The Inter-
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b. Bava Batra 25a-b 

 

b. Gittin 56b 

 

Azariah De’Rossi, The Light of the Eyes, Translated from the Hebrew with an introduction and annotations by 

Joanna Weinberg (New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 2001), 201-15, 296–304 

 

Maharal, Beôer Hagolah Beôer Shishi 

 

Required Readings: 

 

Marjorie Lehman, The En Yaaqov: Jacob Ibn Habibôs Search for Faith in the Talmudic Corpus (Detroit: Wayne 

State University Press, 2012), 51–52, 58-60, 63-76, 80- 82 

 

Azariah De’Rossi, The Light of the Eyes, Translated from the Hebrew with an introduction and annotations by 

Joanna Weinberg (New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 2001), xiii-xxxi 

 

Suggested Readings/Additional Bibliography: 

 

Marjorie Lehman, The En Yaaqov: Jacob Ibn Habibôs Search for Faith in the Talmudic Corpus (Detroit: Wayne 

State University Press, 2012), 51–82 

 

Azariah De’Rossi, The Light of the Eyes, Translated from the Hebrew with an introduction and annotations by 

Joanna Weinberg (New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 2001), xiii-xlv 
 

Natan Slifkin, “The Sun’s Path at Night” (2010), 3–18, 

http://www.rationalistjudaism.com/
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Required Readings: 

 

Binyamin Gross, “Between Rationalism and Mysticism: Maharal’s Place in Jewish Thought,” in Rabbinic Theology 

and Jewish Intellectual History: The Great Rabbi Loew of Prague, edited by Meir Seidler (London & New York: 

Routledge Taylor & Francis, 2012), 33–43 

 

Giuseppe Veltri, “Maharal Against Azariah De’ Rossi: The Other Side of Scepticism,” in Rabbinic Theology and 

Jewish Intellectual History: The Great Rabbi Loew of Prague, edited by Meir Seidler (London & New York: 

Routledge, Taylor & Francis, 2012), 65–76 

 

Suggested Readings/Additional Bibliography: 

 

Chaim Eisen, “Maharal’s Be’er Ha-Golah and His Revolution in Aggadic Scholarship,” Hakirah 4 (2007): 137–94 

 

R.J.W. Evans, Rudolf II and His World: A Study in Intellectual History 1576ï1612 (London: Thames and Hudson, 

1997), 196–242 

 

Maharal of Prague, Beôer Hagolah: The Classic Defense of Rabbinic Judaism Through the Profundity of the 

Aggadah, adapt. Yitzchok Adlerstein (Brooklyn, NY: Mesorah Publications Ltd., 2000), 227-40 

 

"Judah Loew (Liwa, Loeb) ben Bezalel." Encyclopaedia Judaica. Ed. Michael Berenbaum and Fred Skolnik. 2nd 

ed. Vol. 11. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2007. 506-509. Gale Virtual Reference Library. Web. 29 Mar. 

2016 

 

Joanna Weinberg, “The Maharal of Prague and the Republic of Letters,” Tablet Magazine (30 December 2016), 
available here (http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/219878/maharal-of-prague-joanna-weinberg) 

 

Antonin Scalia, A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law: An Essay (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton 

University Press, 1997), 

http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/219878/maharal-of-prague-joanna-weinberg
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Required Readings: 

 

R. Moshe Hayyim Luzzatto (Ramhal), 

http://www.rationalistjudaism.com/
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Arthur Hertzberg, The Zionist Idea: A Historical Analysis and Reader (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication 

Society, 1997), 417–31 
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Required Readings: 

 

Jeffrey L. Rubenstein, 

http://www.kotzkblog.com/2020/08/288-did-post-talmudic-stammaim.html
http://thetalmudblog.wordpress.com/2014/05/06/an-interview-with-shamma-friedman/
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http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/at-israeli-prize-

http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/at-israeli-prize-tradition-meets-science/
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Aaron Amit, “The Homilies on Mishnah and Talmud Study at the Close of Bavli Bava Metsia 2 and Yerushalmi 

Horayot 3: Their Origin and Development,” Jewish Quarterly Review 102:2 (Spring 2012): 163-189 

 

Yaakov Elman, “The Beginning of Tractate Pesahim in the Bavli and Yerushalmi: Questions of Redaction and 

Formation (Hebrew),” in Melekhet Mahshevet: Studies in the Redaction and Development of Talmudic Literature, 

ed. Aaron Amit and Aharon Shemesh (Ramat-Gan: Bar-Ilan University Press, 2011), 9–25 

 

Moulie Vidas, Tradition and the Formation of the Talmud (Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 

2014), 81-111 

 

Yaakov Elman, “The Suffering of the Righteous in Palestinian and Babylonian Sources,” The Jewish Quarterly 

Review 80, no. 3/4 (1990): 315–39 

 

Yaakov Elman, “Righteousness as Its Own Reward: An Inquiry Into the Theologies of the Stam,” Proceedings of 

the American Academy for Jewish Research 57 (1990–1901): 35–67 

 

Menachem Katz, “Division Into Sugyot in the Yerushalmi: Redactional Trends and Their Significance (Hebrew),” 

in Melekhet Mahshevet: Studies in the Redaction and Development of Talmudic Literature, ed. Aaron Amit and 

Aharon Shemesh (Ramat-Gan: Bar-Ilan University Press, 2011), 69–86 

 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/good-schools-arent-the-secret-to-israels-high-tech-boom-1490051053 

 

 

Week XI:  November 30th    The Bavli in its Babylonian Context 

           The Iranian Talmud 
 

Primary Texts: 

 

b. Avodah Zarah 17a 

b. Yevamot 97b 

Pahlavi RivǕyat Accompanying the DǕdestǕn ǭ DǛnǭg 

 

b. Sotah 3b 

Videvdad and Hadoxt nask 

 

b.Sanhedrin 39a 

b. Berakhot 9b 

b. Berakhot 58a 

 

Required Readings 

 

Geoffrey Herman, “In Honor of the House of Caesar: Attitudes to the Kingdom in the Aggadah of the Babylonian 

Talmud and Other Sasanian Sources,” in The Aggada of the Bavli and Its Cultural World, eds. Geoffrey Herman and 

Jeffrey L. Rubenstein (Providence: Brown Judaic Studies, 2018), 103–23 

 

Prods Oktor Skjaervo, Introduction to Zoroastrianism (2005), i-36 

Prods Oktor Skjaervo, “Marriage – Next of Kin” Encyclopædia

23

b.Sanhedrin 39a

-

https://www.wsj.com/articles/good-schools-arent-the-secret-to-israels-high-tech-boom-1490051053
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/marriage-next-of-kin
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Yishai Kiel, “Confessing Incest to a Rabbi: A Talmudic Story in Its Zoroastrian Context,” Harvard Theological 

Review 107, no. 4 (2014): 401–24 

 

Shai Secunda, The Iranian Talmud: Reading the Bavli in Its Sasanian Context (Philadelphia: University of 

Pennsylvania Press, 2014), 110–43 

 

A.V. Williams, The Pahlavi Rivayat Accompanying the Dadestan i Denig (Copenhagen: Munksgaard, 

1990), (Chapter 8) 10–17,126–37 

 

Robert Brody, “Irano-Talmudica: The New Parallelomania,” Jewish Quarterly Review 106:2 (Spring 2016): 209-

232 

 

Shai Secunda, “'This, but Also That': Historical, Methodological, and Theoretical Reflections on Irano-Talmudica,” 

Jewish Quarterly Review 106:2 (Spring 2016): 233-241Richard Kalmin, “The Bavli, the Roman East, and 

Mesopotamian Christianity,” Jewish Quarterly Review 106:2 (Spring 2016): 242–247 

 

Simcha M. Gross, “Irano-Talmudica and Beyond: Next Steps in the Contextualization of the Babylonian Talmud,” 

http://youtu.be/S8nNpTf7tNo


 

12 

 

Daniel Boyarin, “Studying Women: Resistance from Within the Male Discourse,” in Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in 

Talmudic Culture (Berkeley, Los Angeles and London: University of California Press, 1995), 167–96 

 

Charlotte Elisheva Fonrobert and Tal Ilan, “Feminist Interpretations of Rabbinic Literature: Two Views,” Nashim: A 

Journal of Jewish Womenôs Studies & Gender Issues, no. 4 (2001): 7–14 

 

Tal Ilan, “The Quest for the Historical Beruriah, Rachel and Imma Shalom,” 
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2.  Laptops and Tablets: You may use laptops or tablets in this class to consult online readings or to take 

notes. Laptops or tablets, however, are not allowed during the discussion portion of the class. In addition, any other 

use of these devices and the use of cell phones is strictly prohibited. Place your phone on mute before you come to 

class. Violating this policy will negatively impact your participation grade. 

 

3. Difficult Circumstances: It is unfortunately inevitable that some students will face difficult circumstances 

in the course of their time in school. Please let me know if you are facing circumstances that may interfere with your 

coursework and I will make efforts to accommodate you. 

 

4. Academic Integrity: The University Code of Academic Integrity is central to the ideals that under gird this 

course. Students are expected to be independently familiar with the Code and to recognize that their work in the 

course is to be their own original work that truthfully represents the time and effort applied. Violations of the Code 

are most serious and will be handled in a manner that fully represents the extent of the Code and that befits the 

seriousness of its violation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


