
1 

ARI J. MERMELSTEIN 

mermels@yu.edu 
 

308 Rutland 

mailto:mermels@yu.edu




3 

ARTICLES 

 

“Emotional Responses to Suffering in the Testament of Job.” Association for Jewish Studies 

Review. Forthcoming. 

 

“What did it Feel Like to Be a Jew? The Kosher Food Laws and Emotional Norms Among 

Ancient Jews.” Journal for the Study of Judaism in the Persian, Hellenistic, and Roman Period 53 

(2022): 344–76. 

 

“Between Belonging and Identity in Ancient Judaism: The Role of Emotion in the Production of 

Identity.” Journal of Law and Religion 37 (2022): 365–74. 

 

“The Legacy of the Flood in the Book of Jubilees.” Pages 219–42 in From Scrolls to Traditions: 

A Festschrift Honoring Professor Lawrence Schiffman. Edited by Stuart S. Miller, Michael 

Swartz, Steven Fine, Alex Jassen, and Naomi Grunhaus. Leiden: Brill, 2021. 

 
“Wisdom and the Rabbis.” Pages 368–88 in The Wiley-Blackwell
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Study of the Dead Sea Scrolls. In progress. 

 

“Patience. Second Temple Judaism.” In The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception. Edited 

by Dale C. Allison, Jr. et al. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter. Forthcoming. 

 

“Happiness. 
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“Feeling Jewish Through the Ages: Power, Emotion, and Jewish Identity.” Louis Bunis Memorial 

Lecture, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, February 2022. 

 

“Library Book Talk: Power and Emotion in Ancient Judaism: Community and Identity in 

Formation.” Yeshiva University, December 2021. Accessible online here. 

 

Invited panelist on panel devoted to Judith Newman, Before the Bible: The Liturgical Body and 

the Formation of Scriptures in Early Judaism. Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, 

2019. 

 

“What did it Feel Like to Be a Jew? The Kosher Food Laws and Emotional Norms Among 

Ancient Jews.” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, 2019.  

 

Invited respondent to Francoise Mirguet, “Studying Emotions in Early Jewish Texts: 

Methodological Questions.” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, 2018. 

 

“A Cognitive Science Approach to Emotional Change in Textual Communities: Textualism at 

Qumran as Test Case.” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, 2016. 

 

“The Yaḥad as a Religious Emotional Regime.” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, 

2014. 

 

“The Emotions of the Ideal Sage in Second Temple Literature: Between Ben Sira and the Maskil 

of the Yaḥad.” Invited paper at Rethinking the Boundaries of Sapiential Traditions in Ancient 

Judaism, University of Lorraine, October 2014. 
 

“The Politics of Emotion in the Book of Daniel.” Columbia Bible Seminar, May 2014. 

 
“Reflections on the Study of Emotion in Legal and Religious Studies.” Invited paper at Law and 

Emotion in Comparative Perspective, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, April 2014. 

 

“Law and Emotion in Rabbinic Literature: The Case of the Captive Woman.” Graduate 

Conference in Jewish Law and Interdisciplinary Studies, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, 

April 2013. 

 

“The Danger of Deviance and the Emotion of Fear: Between Ancient Judaism and Contemporary 

Politics.” Brooklyn College, February 2013. 

 

“The Theological Significance of the Abrahamic Covenant in Second Temple Literature.” 

Association for Jewish Studies Annual Conference, 2012. 

 

https://www.academia.edu/video/jrAOyk
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Annual Meeting, 2012. 

 

Invited respondent to Ethan Tucker, “Category Shifts in Jewish Law.” Conference on Halakhah 

and Reality, New York University, April 2012. 

 

“The Emotional World of the Qumran Sect.” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, 

2011. 

 
“Deuteronomy 32 and the Message of the Book of Jubilees.” Association for Jewish Studies 

Annual Conference, 2010. 

 

“The Aqedah and the Exodus in the Book of Jubilees: Intertextuality and Ideology in the Book of 

Jubilees.” Jewish Studies Faculty Colloquium, Yeshiva College, April 
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William L. and Lillian Silber Professor of the Year, Yeshiva College, 2015–16; 2017–18.  

 

Chelst, Schreiber, and Zwas Yeshiva Faculty Book Grant, 2016–17. 

 

The Dr. Kenneth Chelst Book Grant, Yeshiva College, 2012. 

 

Lucius N. Littauer Foundation Travel Grant, Association of Jewish Studies, December 2012.  

 

Henry M. MacCracken Fellowship, New York University, 2003–2007. 

 

Rachel Golding Distinguished Scholars Award, Yeshiva College, 1996–1999. 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

 

Association for Jewish Studies.  

 

Society of 



https://congrinatyisrael-my.sharepoint.com/personal/eyurowitz_rinat_org/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Feyurowitz%5Frinat%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FRinat%20Shared%20Folder%2FZoom%20Recordings%20and%20Instructions%2FRecordings%2F2023%2FJuly%2F7%2E27%2C23%5FDr%2E%20Ari%20Mermelstein%2Emp4&ga=1&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQ3yZ3p2XKTYo-MphL237L_n8urp5MgmL
https://drive.google.com/file/d/132UeY4BVLaaUo-5l3Y14EdB7yPAgCvc4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14RxiHGZE182_Xk6NViDpFikcUKjPGKNy/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y2q2JswBx9AUEtt-1aVfv08ToaX5CNMy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sd_OZzcYBWpmIbF4MglsqqkmFSJyMEYc/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCnZtkyTo08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTEN_diqgrw&t=1975s
https://www.facebook.com/YUAlumni/videos/484675412412942
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https://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecture.cfm/901158/dr-ari-mermelstein/dr-a-mermelstein-the-debate-between-the-pharisees-and-saducees-regarding-the-date-of-shavous-5-17-18/
https://library.yctorah.org/audio/the-effects-of-the-deaths-of-nadav-and-avihu-on-the-structure-of-the-book-of-vayikra/
https://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecture.cfm/796299/dr-ari-mermelstein/why-did-the-jews-rebel-against-rome-in-66-bce-/
https://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecture.cfm/837529/dr-ari-mermelstein/dr-a-mermelstein-shelach-6-11-15/

